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510 Rives 's Discourse on History. [Oct. 

4. — A Discourse on the Uses and Importance of History, illus- 
trated by a Comparison of the American and French 
Revolutions ; delivered before the Alumni of the Univer- 
sity of Virginia, June 29th, 1847. By W. C. Rives, Esq. 
Richmond. 1847. 8vo. pp. 57. 

Me. Rives commands a flowing and rhythmical style ; his 
language is rich, copious, and clear. If it is open to criticism 
in any respect, we should call it deficient in compression and 
point. Mr. Rives is one of the most accomplished and distin- 
guished sons of Virginia. He has shown himself eloquent in 
debate, and able in diplomacy. He has filled some of the 
highest offices of our government, and held positions from which, 
as from a vantage-ground, he has been able to contemplate the 
great march of the events which will constitute the history of 
our age. 

This circumstance makes the selection of the subject of His- 
tory a fortunate one, fortunate for the speaker and for the audi- 
ence he was called upon to address. He begins with an able 
analysis of the character and use of historical studies, and car- 
ries out and enforces the general principles by examples drawn 
from the American and French Revolutions. With a rapid and 
glowing pencil he delineates these great acts in the drama of 
modern history, the mighty personages who enacted their parts 
in them, and the contrasted results which flowed from the oppo- 
site principles on which the plots were conducted. Mr. Rives 
shows a wide knowledge of all that bears upon the subject, and 
adorns his pages with a rich, but at the same time tasteful, pro- 
fusion of illustrations. Though the discourse can hardly be said 
to contain any new matter or original speculation, the great les- 
sons of history are most ably deduced and impressively taught. 



5. — The Voyage of the Jamestown on her Errand of Mercy. 
Boston. 1847. 8vo. pp. 154. 

The connection of Captain R. B. Forbes with the sending of 
the Jamestown to Ireland, laden with provisions for a starving 
nation, has given his name a world-wide and enviable celebrity. 
The active services he rendered in this mission of charity will 
be a source of happy recollections to him through life, and of 
consolation in the hour of death. Whatever wealth the success- 
ful prosecution of commercial enterprise may enable him to 
leave to his children will be but dust in the balance, when com- 
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pared with the priceless legacy of honor and blessing which they 
will inherit in the memory of their father's devotion to the cause 
of suffering humanity. 

The present volume, containing a record of all the facts and 
incidents belonging to this remarkable enterprise, is printed for 
the purpose of aiding the funds still to be bestowed in alleviating 
the wants of Ireland. Mr. Forbes's Introduction is frank, char- 
acteristic, and entertaining. This is followed by a " Report," 
containing a history of the voyage, the reception in Ireland, and 
the return thence. The Appendix contains the correspondence 
between Captain Forbes and the different parties who were con- 
nected with the business of the expedition ; the accounts of the 
cargo ; and a report of the meetings, speeches, and entertainments 
of every kind by which the arrival of the Jamestown was cele- 
brated in Ireland. All these things constitute a valuable and 
interesting record, that will hand this voyage down to future 
times as the most illustrious naval expedition and victory which 
has ever yet been achieved in the history of the seas. 

The volume concludes with the following poem, written by 
Mr. J. B. Felton, a graduate of Harvard University the present 
year. We copy it, correcting two or three misprints which 
injure its effect. 

" From the clouds whence the lightning, death-laden, hath burst, 
The soft shower is sent, and the young flower nursed, 

And the earth is with beauty endued ; 
The wind, in whose rage the huge forest is whirled, 
Bears the blessings of commerce and peace through the world ; — 

God's agents of woe all work good : 
But thou, mighty ship, built by man to destroy, — 
Thon , the first of thy race, bear'st an errand of joy. 

" So of old when Elijah proclaimed the stern will, 
' These years shall no rain fall, no dews shall distil,' 

And famine scowled fierce on the land, 
The bird of ill omen , whose fear-thrilling croak 
Falls chill on the heart, as Death's angel had spoke, 

Submissive obeyed God's command ; 
And the beak which had revelled in carnage and blood 
To the desert, love-guided, bore mercy and food. 

" Ship, whose proud mission is love's freight to bear, 
When winds winged with blessings and heart-uttered prayer 

O'er the ocean have sped thy return, 
O, ne'er may the deck be polluted with strife, 
Which to famine-worn millions went pregnant with life, 

Ne'er thy dark sides with death's fires burn ! 
Black raven, God-sent to the desert with food, 
O, return not again to thy carnage and blood ! " 



